
Industrial and social 

revolutions 

Reforming and 

reshaping of nations  



-Switch from manpower to 

machine power 

 

- Great Britain leads the way 

 

-“factors of production” 

needed for growth: 

- “Land” (resources) 

- “Labor” (workforce) 

- “Capital” 

(entrepreneurial 

investment) 

 

-  Tech changes in 

production spread to 

transportation / lifestyles 

 

- Is it good for peeps??? 

 

THE INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION 



-late 1700’s / early 1800’s 

 

-water and steam power  

 

-Coal becomes major resource 

 

-factory system / mass assembly 

 

- Railroads and steamboats  

 

- Textile industry leads the way 

 

-Other nations start to catch up to 

British (France, Belgium, Prussia - 

“Germany”, USA, Japan) 

 

-others can’t (Russia, Austria, China) 

 

1ST INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 



- Urbanization 

 

- consumer societies 

 

- competing economic systems 

(capitalism vs socialism) 

 

- Wider divide between really 

rich peeps, and lots of po peeps 

 

- On average, everyone’s 

income goes up… at what 

cost??? 

 

- Business plays big roles in 

politics and society  

CHANGES FROM THE 1ST INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 



-Adam Smith’s ideas shape 

capitalism 

- gov’t stay out of    

  business 

- “free market” drives  

   supply / demand 

 

- Far right = “Social 

Darwinism”; survival of the 

fittest 

 

- Socialism – gov’t 

regulation of business to 

share wealth 

 

- Far left = “communism”; 

Karl Marx tells workers to 

raise the roof  

“LAISSEZ-FAIRE” CAPITALISM vs SOCIALISM / COMMUNISM 



 History is an economically-

determined clash of the 

“Haves” and “Have-nots” 

 The “end of history” comes 

when the workers 

overthrow the bourgeoisie 

and  establish a society of 

economic / social equals – 

“communism” 

 Marxists believe the system 

is rigged – tear it down!!! 

 



Thomas Malthus 
merges Adam Smith 
and Charles Darwin’s 
theories  
› “The superior power 

of population cannot 
be checked without 
producing misery or 
vice.” 

David Ricardo’s “Iron 
Law of Wages”  



 



- organize in unions to push for 

more rights / better conditions 

 

- Socialism a popular theory 

among many 

 

- Some radical labor 

organizers favor Karl Marx’s 

ideas of communism 

 

- use strikes to try and force 

businesses to reforms 

 

- In 19th century, rarely very 

successful 

 

LABOR 



- 2nd Industrial Revolution: 

combustible engine / oil 

and gas (late 1800’s…) 

 

 

- 3rd Industrial Revolution: 

computers and nukes  

(mid 20th century…) 

 

 

- 4th Industrial Revolution: 

renewable energy (late 

20th century…) 

 

- 5th??? 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTIONS  – 

MORE THAN ONE??? 





“The springtime of the   “Europe catches  

           peoples”              cold” 



 1830 – Charles X 
ousted; “Citizen King” 
Louis Philippe rises 

 1848 – LP’s leaning 
towards business and 
bourgeoisie elites 
angers street peeps 
and socialists 

 “February Days” – LP 
flees and “2nd 
Republic” born 

 “June Days” – bourg. 
elites team up with 
rurals peeps to smack 
down “national 
workshops” supporters 



 Prussia’s “Frankfurt 
Assembly” – hopes 
dashed 

 Ethnic and class revolts 
in the Austrian Empire – 
divisions divide dividers 

 Italian unification 
movement sparks, then 
fizzles 

 Louis Napoleon and the 
“2nd Empire” in France 



 Social hierarchy 

 Respect for religious 

institutions 

 Laissez-Faire 

economic policies  

 Maintaining the 

“Concert of Europe” 

 *Nationalism 

 

 Civil liberties 

 Constitutional 

governments 

 Religious freedom 

 Nationalism* 

 Ethnic self-

determination* 



 Haiti 

 Mexico 

 Bolivar in South 

America 

 Brazil 

 After movements              

for independence, 

challenges faced         
(influence from 

America, Europe, 

internal corruption 
and class / racial 

beefs) 

 



 Regional differences widen 
over slavery / interpretation 
of Constitution 

 Mexican War – nation 
grows, but so do rifts 

 Civil War – last battles of the 
revolution? 

 Two world-changing effects 
of the US Civil War 
› G: a united US on the road to 

becoming world “superpower”  

› I:   model of democracy: “The 
Gettysburg Address” 



 “realpolitik” – 

Machiavelli for the 

19th century; ethics-

free calculation  

 Piedmont-Sardinia 

turns a “geographic 

expression” into a  

united Italy (Cavour / 

Garibaldi) 

 



 



 Bismarck forges a 

united Germany under 

Prussian leadership 

(“Blood and Iron”)  

 Prussian industrial and 

military power – 

wielded by the master 

of “realpolitik” 

 



 When you want to fool the world, tell the 

truth. 

  

 Laws are like sausages, it is better not to 

see them being made. 

    

 Be polite; write diplomatically; even in a 

declaration of war one observes the 

rules of politeness. 



 With a gentleman I am always a 

gentleman and a half, and with a fraud I 

try to be a fraud and a half. 

  

  Politics ruins the character. 

 

 All treaties between great states cease 

to be binding when they come in conflict 

with the struggle for existence. 



Only a fool learns 

from his own mistakes. 

The wise man learns 

from the mistakes of 

others. 



 



 After Napoleonic era, European conservatives 
feared nationalism as a liberal / radical 
ideology  that pushed for societal change 

 Revolutions of 1848 reshuffle the deck 
 Multi-ethnic states like Hapsburg Austrian and 

Romanov Russian Empires view nationalism as 
a divisive force 

 Conservative leaders of more homogenous 
societies like Prussia, France, and Great Britain 
(and the US) look to divide nationalist from 
socialist movements – reinforce a central view 
of “patriotism” to dissuade support for socialist 
/ communist ideologies 



 Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and Russia 

 Semi-feudal 
economies and multi-
ethnic, multi-religious 
societies 

 Slapped around a bit 
by rising states 
(Crimean War / 
Austrian-Sardinian 
and Austrian-Prussian 
Wars) 

 



 Chartist movement sets 
future goals for reform 

 Expanded vote, 
representation, public 
schooling passed by 
both Liberal and 
Conservative parties in 
Parliament 

 “Victorian Era” a period 
of growth of British 
power abroad and 
wealth and prosperity at 
home… for whom??? 

 



 Third Republic born 

from ashes of Franco-

Prussian War 

 Fractured coalitions 

divided by class / 

ideology 

 Dreyfus Affair 

highlights rifts in 

French politics and 

society  



 Alexander III borrows 
his grandfather’s 
motto: “Autocracy, 
Orthodoxy, 
Nationalism” 

 Nicholas II inherits a 
land seething with 
resentments 

 “Bloody Sunday”  
and the Revolution of 
1905 

 repeated pogroms 
attack Russian / 
Polish Jews, fuel a 
Zionist movement 


