
The Second World War 

From Beginning to End 



The “Thirty Years War” Theory - 

The 1st World War sparks the 2nd 

Versailles Treaty leaves Germany 
economically and politically 
unstable 

Germans are “psychologically” 
bruised as well 

League of Nations has no teeth 

Mussolini takes over Italy (1922) 
– fascism begins 

Economic instability in Europe 
links its fate to US stock market 



Great Depression – The Real Culprit? 
Improvements in international 
relations / economic status of 
Germany through Locarno / 
Kellogg-Briand / Dawes 

Crash of NYSE in 1929 leads to 
a world-wide depression 

Germany hit worst and 
conditions are ripe for rise of 
Hitler and Nazis 

Japanese government weakens 
and military oligarchy rises 



Rise of Nazism in Germany 

Growth of Nazism during 
depression 

Hitler promises brighter 
future and offers Germans a 
scapegoat – the Jews 

Nazis are largest party in 
Reichstag by 1932; Hitler is 
Chancellor by 1933  

Nazi fascism combines ultra-
nationalism, imperialism and 
racial ideology 



Rise of the Japanese in Asia 
Japanese military seeks expansion 
and empire 

Resent West after WWI 

Arms production brings Japan out 
of depression; expansion would 
provide resources and captive 
markets 

By 1937 military controls Japanese 
government; rise of Japanese 
fascism; also expand in China 

Japanese fascism uses emperor as 
divine figurehead and advocates 
racial superiority of Japanese over 
all people 



Hitler takes the Rhineland 
England / France still in 
depression and memories of 
WWI still fresh 

Hitler breaks treaty and 
militarizes Rhineland in 1936 

League of Nations condemns 
but does nothing (just like 
Mussolini in Ethiopia in 1935)  

Success here makes Hitler more 
popular in Germany and his 
desires for expansion grow 



Japan in China 
Japanese invade Manchuria in 
1931 

Military takes control 

Invasion of China in 1937 

Japanese control 1/3 of China by 
1940 

“Rape of Nanjing” (1937) is 
example of Japanese ferocity 
against Chinese (over 200,000 
Chinese killed) 

Japanese military planners begin 
to look east towards the US 
(largest rival for control of the 
Pacific) 



                  “Anschluss” 

Hitler continues push 
for “lebensraum” into 
Austria 

England / France 
again offer no 
resistance and Nazis 
take Austria without 
bloodshed (Mar. 1938) 

Hitler’s eyes now go 
from south to east 



“peace in our time???”  

The Munich Conference 
Sept. 1938 - Hitler lays claim to 
the “Sudetenland” in 
Czechoslovakia 

Czech army prepares to fight 
and England / France prepare 
for war 

Last minute agreement b/w 
England, France and Hitler gives 
him the Sudetenland in 
exchange for promise of “no 
further expansion” 

 grand finale of “Appeasement” 
and Sudetenland goes to 
Germany without a fight; all of 
Czechoslovakia follows in 1939 



Nazi-Soviet Pact 
Stalin negotiates with Hitler 
because he fears German forces 
and desires in the east 

Non-Aggression Pact signed in 
Aug. of 1939 – Stalin hopes Hitler 
will turn his attention to the west 
while the USSR can better prepare 
for war 

USSR and Germany agree to split 
Poland between them 

West is in shock 





German Invasion of          

Poland –   the war begins 
Germans strike Poland in Sept. 
1939 

“Blitzkrieg” combines air 
assaults with tank divisions and 
over 1,000,000 infantry and 
sweeps over Poland in a few 
weeks 

Soviets attack eastern Poland, 
Baltic states and Finland 

England and France finally 
declare war on Germany 

 



Nazi Onslaught 
German forces invade 
Scandinavia in early 
1940 

Nazi forces take Norway, 
Denmark in weeks; 
Netherlands in five days; 
begin occupations 

Chamberlain loses 
“confidence”; Winston 
Churchill comes to power 
in Great Britain 





The Battle of France 

Blitzkrieg crashes through 
French defenses (May 
1940) 

British and French forces 
flee from Belgium to the 
NW coast of France to 
avoid capture 

France falls to Nazis in one 
month – Germans create 
Vichy government and will 
hold France until 1944 



The Evacuation at Dunkirk 

English forces and what 
remains of French army and 
government flee to Great 
Britain 

Some 850 ships, from 
destroyers to fishing boats, 
ferry men out under ground 
and air attack 

British forces live to fight 
another day 



The Battle of Britain 

Hitler seeks to wipe out last 
enemy in Europe through air 

Battle of Britain attempts to 
destroy British air force and 
navy so the Germans can invade 

RAF holds off Luftwaffe for 10 
months; civilian bombing just 
makes British will to fight 
stronger 

British get increasing aid from 
FDR 



The Giant Slowly Awakens: 

America Draws Closer to War 
American neutrality lessens 
with “Lend Lease” 

FDR struggles to bring US 
out of isolationism 

FDR wages unofficial naval 
war vs. Germany in the 
Atlantic (1940-1941) 

Tensions with Japan grow 
over treatment of Chinese, 
trade and access to Pacific 
resources 

http://www.britannica.com/bcom/eb/article/single_image/0,5716,7867+asmbly%5Fid,00.html


Germans invade Soviet Union 

June 1941 – temptation 
to Hitler for attack on 
USSR is uncontrollable 

Nazis advance over 500 
miles in two months 

Great Britain and USSR 
become reluctant allies 

Hitler opens up multi-
front war  



Pearl Harbor 
Japanese capitalize on 
problems of GB / 
France; seize SE Asian 
lands 

Establish “alliance” with 
Germans; plan assault 
on US 

Dec 7, 1941 – raid on 
Pearl Harbor destroys 
½ of US Pacific fleet 

US and USSR now allies 
as Germany declares 
war on US  



Nazi Atrocities – The Holocaust 

Nazis practicing euthanasia 
on sick as early as 1934 

Nuremberg Laws of 1935 
strip Jews of citizenship and 
property 

1938 – “Kristallnacht” – 
organized violence designed 
to drive Jews out of Germany 

By 1941 and invasion of 
USSR Nazi focus moves away 
from expulsion and to 
extermination – “The Final 
Solution” 



Death Troops and Death Camps 
Ghetto program follows German 
armies into occupied lands 

Einstazgruppen – mobile killing 
units follow German forces into 
occupied Soviet lands 

Responsible for some 1,000,000 
deaths in USSR 

Strain on men and cost of $$ 
and supplies  leads to 
establishment of death centers 
like Auschwitz in Poland 

Over 6,000,000 Jews killed by 
1945 



1942 - High Water               

  Mark 
mid 1942 sees max 
expansion of 
German/Japanese forces 

 Nazi forces tighten grip 
around Leningrad and 
Stalingrad; Rommel controls 
N. Africa 

Japanese take Burma and 
threaten India and Australia 

US wartime production hits 
stride – American forces 
make impact felt in both 
theaters of war 



War in the Pacific 
Battle of Midway – June 1942 
sees US fleet soundly defeat 
Japanese fleet; US will now 
dominate seas for rest of war  

August of 1942 sees US assault 
on Guadalcanal to retake lands 
lost to Japanese 

After 6 months of hard fighting 
Guadalcanal falls to US 

US begins “island-hopping” 
campaign (joint land/sea 
assaults to take some islands 
and starve out others) 

By end of 1944 Allied victory 
over Japan is inevitable 

 



Executive Order 9066 - Internment 

Early 1942 sees Exec. Order 
9066 – Japanese-Americans 
imprisoned in 10 
concentration camps across 
the mid-west 

Property and businesses 
confiscated; civil rights 
totally abused 
(unconstitutional yet never 
challenged) 

For duration of war; over 
120,000  









Europe – The Tide Turns 
Soviets begin 
counteroffensive around 
Stalingrad in early 1943 

Germans beaten by over-
extension and Russian 
winters 

Soviet push will continue all 
the way to Berlin  

US/GB take N Africa and 
invade Italy in early 1943 

Tehran Conference late ‘43 

 



Fighting in the Pacific 

US/Allies grind out 
victories against Japanese 
in fierce island campaigns 

Japanese order “fight to 
the last” and use civilians 
and “kamikaze” raids   

US takes Okinawa in early 
1945 after high casualties; 
brace for invasion of main 
Japanese islands 

 



D - Day June 1944 – Allied forces 
invade French coast 

Largest military operation 
in world history 

Ike leads 150,000 troops, 
5,000 ships, 11,000 planes 

Was it delayed? 

1 month later=1million 
Allied troops and a flood of 
supplies in France 
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Soviet push into Germany 

Seize of Leningrad broken 
Jan. of 1944 

Spring of ’44 Soviets push 
into Ukraine; by July Soviets 
in Poland 

Fierce and brutal fighting  

Stalin fails to aid Polish 
resistance to Germans 

By October ’44 Soviets 
control east-cen. Europe and 
cross into Germany 





 



Psychological experiments – what 

would “average folks” do??? 

Stanley Milgram’s 1961 “electric shock” 
experiments 

 

Patrick Haggard’s follow up to Milgram 
experiments  

 

Philip Zimbardo’s “Stanford prison” 
experiments 



First they came for the Socialists, 
and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist… 

Then they came for the Jews, and 
I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there 
was no one left to speak for me. 

 - Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) 

 



We must take sides. 
Neutrality helps the 
oppressor, never the 
victim. Silence encourages 
the tormentor, never the 
tormented. 

    - Elie Wiesel 
 



V-E Day 
Allies survive “Battle of 
the Bulge” and advance 
into Germany Sept. 1944 

Allies had been bombing 
German cities since 1942 

Firebombing of Dresden 
Feb 1945 – 80,000+ die 

Yalta Conference 
(Feb’45) 

US forces meet Soviet 
forces on Elbe in Apr’45 

Germans surrender 
unconditionally May 7, 
1945 (Hitler dead) 







Closing in on Japan 
US retakes Philippines in 
October 1944 

Battles for Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa in early 1945 
see huge casualty #’s 

US firebombs 64 of 66 
major Japanese cities 
and incur 1 million+ 
civilian deaths 

US strangling Japanese 
supplies thru navy 



The decision to drop the bomb 

“Manhattan Project” begins in 
US in 1942 ($2Billion+ budget) 

Know Germans won’t get bomb 
by late 1944 

Successfully test in July’45 

At Potsdam Conference new 
Pres. Truman tells Stalin @ 
“weapon” and they issue final 
warning to Japan 

Truman says “saving lives”; 
timing? Emperor?  



The decision to drop (x2) 

1st bomb dropped Aug 6, 1945 on 
Hiroshima (200,000+ die) 

2nd bomb on Nagasaki (Aug 9) – 
100,000+ die 

Japan surrenders Aug 15 

US orders Japanese forces on 
mainland to surrender to US and 
Nat’list Chinese forces only (not to 
USSR, CCP) 

War is over; gets “COLD” 



   Results 
55,000,000 dead 
(20,000,000+ from Soviet 
Union alone) 

Germany split b/w US(west) 
and Soviet (east) forces 

Japan occupied by US alone 

Atlantic Charter (1942) FDR 
and Churchill lay out basis 
for United Nations 

Potsdam Conference July ‘45 
– FDR and Churchill gone; 
Truman and Stalin more 
tense and less agreeable 



   Results 

US is big winner; Soviet 
army bigger than ever 
Communists gain upper hand 
in China 
Beginning of end for English 
and French empires 
Europe is TRASHED 
Nuremberg Trials – “war 
crimes” and the existence of 
international law???? 
Pre-war divisions and 
wartime beefs b/w US and 
USSR quickly worsen 
relations – on to “Cold War” 



The End 
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