
World History Biography Project 
- long term / multi-step process 

- counts as varied grades across all 4 

quarters  

- research skills / organizational skills / 

media literacy / communication skills 

(speaking and writing) 

- !!!1st person perspective!!! 

- All steps through Google Classroom 

- organization of research (for Step 2) as 

follows...  



Early Childhood 

* location, people, events and themes that 

impacted their early development (family stuff) 

* how where they grew up affected how they 

grew up (ideological foundations) 

* dreams, goals and activities of youth 

(foreshadowing) 

 



Adolescence 

* where is their development taking them 

* school / work / social and cultural explorations 

* shaping of identity / place in society; 

personality info 

* origins of career goals / life plans – starting 

their path to world notoriety 



Adulthood 

* where is their life headed - careers, ambitions 

* family of their own -  children, spouses 

* How impacting the world / and vice versa 

* how they feel about themselves / others about them 

* This is the “meat” of the research and story – why 

they are world figures  



Maturity and Closure 

* have they achieved what they hoped to in life; what 

is their lasting significance 

* growing old gracefully? lonely? how active or 

infirm? (*different for some…) 

* death and remembrance 

* historiography 

 



Conclusions (X2) 

* significance of this person on society and history 

* judge their lives based upon what their definition 

of success would be 

* What might they think about themselves, then 

what do you think about them 

 



Step 1 – Sources and General Statement 
 MLA formatting  

 listing of at least 6sources to be used 

 *at least 2 primary sources 

 at least 1 text source 

 at least 3 web sources (“encyclopedic” web 

sources = ½ source) 

 Wikipedia – “a road sign, not a destination” 

 General Statement – a couple of brief paragraphs 

 Due on Monday 10/30 and worth 25 pts (1st qtr)  



Step 2 – research check-in 

- date TBD (sometime in early December???) 

- taking a look at your research outline 

- will offer suggestions / advice through the 

comments app on the doc 

- keeping track of where you get info from 

- use of a variety of sources 

- worth 50 pts on Qtr 2 



Step 3 - Q and A 
 You will hear five statements, of varying 

difficulty, that are true of your topic; **raise hand 
when true of yours / not when not true** 

 Worth 50 pts on 2nd quarter 

 The number you get correct (minus pts for the 
number you fail to raise hand for, or for the 
number of questions not applicable to you that you 
mistakenly raise hand for) determines the raw 
score that determines your grade 

 **There is an appeal process** 

 

 THIS WILL OCCUR ON THURSDAY JAN 4th 



Step 4 - Presentation  

- Google slides presentation : should be a synopsis of your 

research for class consumption; organized to tell a story 

** 1ST PERSON PRESENTATION!!!! 

10 -15 MINUTES** 

- focus on major aspects of your research, with important details 

where called for 

- graded based on rubric; looking for level of research, insightful 

info, anecdotal info, style, organization and preparation  

- worth 200 CP PTS on Qtr 3 

**EVERYONE IS PREPARED TO GIVE THEIR 

PRESENTATIONS ON MONDAY FEB 26th** 



Step 5 - Biographical Papers 
 *10 pages* (max 14) 

 typed; double-spaced; 12 font 

 Graded based on rubric 

 written in 1st person 

 proper citation required (MLA 

format – keep track of where 

you got info from!!!) 

 PAPER DUE MONDAY  

APRIL 30th   

 Worth 300 pts on Qtr 4 



… And don’t forget… 

* your subjects are people too! 

* show the human side as well as the historical figure 

*make them 3 dimensional (not just a page and a 

picture in a textbook…) 

* have fun, be creative, and enjoy! 



 



 



Jawaharlal Nehru  Anwar Sadat    Fidel Castro  

Idi Amin   Elie Wiesel   Joseph Stalin 

Adolf Hitler   The 14th Dalai Lama  Wangari Maathai 

Margaret Bourke-White  Mohandas Gandhi  George Orwell  

Angela Merkel   Che Guevara    Malala Yousafzai                         

Osama bin Laden  Aung San Suu Kyi  Queen Elizabeth II 

Ariel Sharon   Ho Chi Minh     Mao Tse-Tung             

Saddam Hussein   Emperor Hirohito  Yasser Arafat    

Mother Teresa   Golda Meir   Nelson Mandela 

Dwight  Eisenhower  Winston Churchill  Pope John Paul II 

JRR Tolkein   Albert Einstein    Nikita Khrushchev 

Deng Xiao-ping   Vladimir Putin   Gamal Nasser 

Pablo Picasso   Jimmy Carter   Douglas MacArthur 

Benito Mussolini   Eva Peron   Mikhail Gorbachev 

Slobodan Milosevic  Charles De Gaulle  Coco Chanel 

Viktor Frankl   Frida Kahlo 

 


